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NEW DEACONS

This past Sunday the elders put before us the names
of the following men to be added to our number of
deacons at Goodman Oaks. They are:

Mark Kimbell, Randy Craig, Charlie Moore, Donnie
Robertson, C.C. Vernon, Alan Underwood, Ryan
Kuykendall, Mark Hammer, Nick Eddlemon, David
Alexander and Rolando Saradpon.

Should there be no scriptural reason for these men
not to serve as deacons, we plan to formally present
them to the congregation on Sunday August 30,

2009.
GO KIDZ WORSHIP

Begins Sept. 6th for children ages 2 through pre-
kindergarten. If you are interested in volunteering
please see Catherine Davis, Barbara Barker or
Corey Mobley.

that will connect you to our morning service. Remem-
ber, this is a conference call. Anything you say will be
heard by the others who are listening.

TLC’'s and
ENCOURAGEMENT CLASS

We will be going to the Biblical Research Center and
Museum in Collierville on Tuesday, August 25th after
Encouragement Class. We will also be eating on the
Collierville Square. Cost for the Museum is $3.

NUMERICALLY SPEAKING
August 9, 2009
Sunday Bible Class

Sunday Morning Worship
Offering
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Steve W. Reeves - Pulpit Minister
Phone: (901) 834-3495
gopreacher@hotmail.com
Kevin Jourdan - College/Singles
Phone: (901) 628-7605
kbjourdan@hotmail.com
Jeff Shocklee - Youth

Phone: (901) 230-8660
popmagnet@hotmail.com

Paul Tullos— Youth
(901) 240-1103
paultullos@yahoo.com

Morris Holley - Facilities Manager
Phone: (901) 481-3519

Goodmanoaks@hotmail.com



Around The Oaks

with Steve Reeves
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Kevin's Korner

...Kevin Jourdan

Youth News
... Jeff Shocklee

WHAT A SONG OF DELIGHT .. flowed from
our hearts Sunday at the conclusion of a wonder-
ful worship service. The 752 of us who gathered
rejoiced as we witnessed the baptism of Rachel
Jackson. In addition we prayed with Brenda
Cook Griffin and Brad Branning who came for-
ward requesting our prayers in their behalf. | am
grateful for all of those who led the service in
such a respectful and positive manner. God de-
serves our very best when we assemble for the
purpose of worshipping Him.

It was also our privilege Sunday to honor
Smith Howell, Sr., on his 94th birthday. For
over 50 years Smith served as an elder and con-
tinues to be actively involved in the Lord’s work
here - especially in visiting our shut-ins. We are
so blessed by his continued good health, his love
and wisdom.

PICTORIAL DIRECTORY

Phil Anderson reports that over 40 families
had their directory pictures made this past Sun-
day. Please remember to go by Rm. 24 before or
after services on Sunday morning or Wednesday
evening to have your photo made. It will only take
a few moments for you to verify your directory
information and pose for one or two photos. We
hope to wrap this process up as quickly as possi-
ble so our new directories can be put together
and distributed within the next couple of months.

BUILDING UPDATES

We are currently upgrading our security sys-
tem to help protect all who worship here in addi-
tion to our building and grounds. We appreciate
the good work our security committee of Mark
Kimble, Brad Branning and Gary Pruett has
done along with our deacons in charge of the
building and grounds, Jody Dunning and Eddie
Buck on this project. It is sad to contemplate that
such measures must be taken with regard to a
church building and worship assemblies but such
is the society we live in.

And, in case you are wondering, | am told
that our projection system in the auditorium
should be up and running again within a short
time and repairs on the electronic sign in front of
our building will be completed as soon as neces-
sary parts come in. We are grateful to Calvin
Dean and Elvis Davis for their continued work
on these projects.

BUSY DAYS AHEAD

These are busy, exciting days at Goodman
Oaks for sure! | hope you will participate in the
Evolution / Creation seminar with Dr. Mike
Houts on Saturday and Sunday, August 29th—
30th. Complete schedules are in the foyer. | am
especially grateful to Tori Willis, who along with
Todd and Denise Willis have done most of the
planning for this program.

All of you 55 and over need to remember our
upcoming Golden Years Rally on Sept. 26th with
singing led by Leon Sanderson and keynote
speaker, Dr. Clifton L. Ganus, Jr. from Harding
University. It will be a great day of fellowship and
encouragement.

A PERSONAL NOTE . ..

| cannot adequately express my apprecia-
tion for your many cards, deeds and words of
encouragement since Tami's illness was diag-
nosed in June. As many of you know she will
begin chemotherapy Monday. She will have six
cycles comprised of a week of chemo followed
by two weeks off. Lord willing she will wrap this
up around December 7th. We appreciate your
prayers and patience so much during this time
as we tend to her needs. We are also very
mindful that she is but one of several pre-
cious members here who are undergoing
such treatment at this time. Our thoughts
and prayers are with each one. Though these
days may be difficult we are thankful to have

such a wonderful church family like you...
~ “Around The Oaks”

What is God’s Purpose for You?

The other day | was reading Jeremiah 1 and in
verse 5 God says to Jeremiah, “Before | formed you
in the womb | knew you, before you were born | set
you apart; | appointed you as a prophet to the na-
tions.” | think it is so amazing that God knows us be-
fore he forms us in our mother’s womb; we are not an
accident.

A couple of months ago | was talking with an archi-
tect and | asked him what he liked most about his job.
He told me that he loved to get a design in his mind
and then watch it go from his mind to the paper and
then eventually to construction. He designs jails and
he designs them with a purpose in mind. This re-
minds me of the way God is. God never designs and
creates anyone without having a purpose in mind.

God’s purpose for Jeremiah was for him to be a
“prophet to the nations.” God designed him for a rea-
son and it was no accident. If you read Jeremiah it is
very clear that Jeremiah lived out his purpose for
God. When God called him and told him he was set
apart to be a prophet Jeremiah made excuses at first,
but God continued to pursue him and assure him that
he would not be alone.

Many of us feel that we do not have a purpose, or
that God forgot about us, but that’s not true. God calls
us to follow him, to love him and to serve him and to
reach out and tell others about him, but we often re-
spond like Jeremiah or Moses. Jeremiah felt inade-
qguate and said, “I do not know how to speak; | am
only a child.” Moses basically told God that he wasn't
good enough to do what God wanted him to do.

God has a purpose for every single one of us, but
we often have excuses, or we do not feel adequate or
equipped to do what he calls us to do. Jeremiah felt
inadequate or unprepared because of his age but
God told him “Do not be afraid of them, for | am with
you... Get yourself ready! Stand up and say to them
whatever | command you. Do not be terrified... They
will fight against you but will not overcome you, for |
am with you and will rescue you, declares the Lord.”

God designed you with a purpose in mind; to be
used to further his kingdom. God is near, and he will
be with you. Are you allowing him to use you? Are
you making excuses? Are you living out God’s pur-
pose for your life? | challenge you to say to God,
Here | am Lord, use me, and watch what He does.

re:FUEL

re:FUEL is kicking off again September 18. It
will again run from 10pm to midnight. We have already
locked in one band and are planning a Rock Band tour-
nament during the sessions. Other themes are in the
works as well.

re:FUEL began because of a desire to give our
students a cool setting to hang out and introduce their
friends to our group, church, and hopefully Jesus. It is
based on the concept of a coffeehouse...a place where
you hang out. It is not about planning an activity, but
rather, just as at a coffeehouse, the students choose to
be together and there is no particular agenda. We have
a theme to help people connect each week, but it's
about time together and people who are outside...It's not
about you.

Next Sunday | will be asking for people to sign up to
work re:FUEL . Without a large number of adults and
parents involved we won't be able to make it happen.
Be thinking about how you can be involved!

Area-Wide Devo

Our first North Mississippi area-wide devo is
this Sunday, August 23, at the Senatobia church of
Christ. We will leave at 4:15pm and return at 8pm.
Let me know if you plan to attend!

Buddy Walk

Just a quick note to let you know that the Down
Syndrome Association’s Buddy Walk is scheduled
for October 18 at the Memphis Botanical Garden.
The last 2 years we have walked to show our love
and support for our own Lane Alexander, as well
as to make clear that there is a place with God’s
people for everyone.

Once again you can sign up to walk with Lane’s
team and the registration is $10. I'd like to ask you
to consider also setting a goal of raising $20 more
for Down Syndrome research. With the number of
people that usually walk, that would be nearly
$2,000. That's just a small thing for an individual
to do, but it adds up. Let’s support Lane again this
year and make our love felt among the whole DS
community!




