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SYMPATHY

We extend our sympathy to Pam Williams
whose mother, Sondra Lorenz, passed away last
week in Springfield, MO.

CONGRATULATIONS

To Gary & Mary Patterson on the birth of their
first granddaughter. Daphne Marie was born to
Jonathan & Paulette Patterson on Oct. 23 in
Houston, TX. She weighed 7 Ibs. 14 0z and was
20 1/2 inches long.

ANGEL FOOD

This Sunday is the last day to place your order.

return by 4pm.

AGAPE BENEFIT DINNER

Taste of New Orleans is the menu for Saturday at
6pm. We need servers and kitchen workers. If you can
help please call the office.

MEN'’S FISH FRY
The men'’s fish fry is scheduled for Saturday, Nov.
21 at 6:30pm. Please sign up at the information
desk in the lobby.

THANKSGIVING DAY FEAST

See Jeff's column for information about our annual
community Thanksgiving Day Feast.

CONGRATULATIONS
To DeSoto County Schools superintendent, Mil-
ton Kuykendall, who was named Superintendent
of the Year for the state of Mississippi.

ADULT CHRISTMAS PARTY

Mark your calendars for Friday night, December
11 at 7:00pm. If you can help with this event
please call Betty Hill @ 662-349-3362.
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Kevin's Korner

...Kevin Jourdan

Youth News
... Jeff Shocklee

Veterans Day

This Sunday Night Following Worship
Join us at 6 p.m. in the FLC
Bring Finger Foods and Desserts

were here for worship Sunday plus an-
other who were with the Lads to Leaders at
the Forest View congregation near Millington
TN. Everywhere you looked people were smil-
ing, visiting with one another and joyful. There
was such a tremendous spirit of love and fel-
lowship! It's great to be at Goodman Oaks!

As | was on the way home Sunday evening |
reflected on how blessed | am to be with a
church where so many people are as happy
and busy in the work of the Lord as we have
here at Goodman Oaks. Everywhere you turn
there is someone doing something positive to
help others and spread the good influence of
Christ throughout our community. And remem-
ber— for every good deed and action we're
aware of there are many that are carried out
privately and silently by those whose work is
seen and rewarded by God Himself. We are so
thankful for all of you!

VETERANS RECEPTION
According to the information you provided this
past Sunday morning we have over 60 Veter-
ans among us. Many of these will be in atten-
dance this coming Sunday evening as we
honor our Veterans with a reception following
the evening worship service. We are so very
thankful for the service all of these individuals
have given to our country. We owe them a

huge debt of appreciation and honor. | hope that
you'll be sure to join us Sunday night as we let
them know they are not forgotten.

GIVING THANKS WITH
GRATEFUL HEARTS

We are looking forward to our annual visit
from the Harding Academy Chorus on Tuesday
evening, November 24th. In addition to welcom-
ing these young people and their families we will
also have the West Oak Grove congregation
near Hernando visiting with us and will enjoy a
brief devotional message from their minister,
Terry Wallace. Be sure to mark your calendar
and join us for this special occasion.

THANKS TO OUR DEACONS

| am really impressed by the way our deacons
have responded to the challenge put before them
to take their ministries and run with them. Several
of them have some new ideas they plan on im-
plementing after the first of the year and I'm con-
vinced it's going to be an exciting and productive
time for all of us.

If you have an area of ministry you'd like to
see us involved in now is the time to speak up as
we make plans for the coming year. Be sure to
let one of our elders, deacons or staff members
know! Your rich talent and ability is why I'm so
happy to be...

Where is our Focus

In Acts 6 when the number of disciples was increas-
ing the Grecian Jews were complaining. The Grecian
Jews complained because their widows were being
overlooked in the daily distribution of food. The disci-
ples knew they couldn't overlook this problem but they
also knew that it wouldn't be right to neglect the minis-
try of the word of God in order to wait on tables.

| often think about in my own ministry and in the min-
istry of the church how often we are neglecting the min-
istry of the word to wait on tables. I'm not saying we
should neglect those who have needs, but too often we
get caught up in the trivial matters of the church and
the complaints and we find ourselves waiting tables
when we should be out doing the ministry of the word
of God. We must ask ourselves, especially leaders in
the church, are we neglecting the ministry of the word
to wait on tables or are we doing all we can to further
God’s kingdom?

| stumbled across an article the other day by Steve
Kinney from Russellville, KY. and thought | needed to
share it with those who may be having the same
thoughts. He writes: There is no other success for
Christians than to become more Christ-like. Even to
think of "success" is to open ourselves to idolatry and
ego. We think of building bigger churches, having lar-
ger assemblies, distributing larger contributions.

Especially Americans who think "more bigger" is
"more better" when in fact we might serve in a season
of pruning. Focusing on things like attendance and
contribution means we lose our Lord's ability to insist
on eating his flesh and drinking his blood, even when it
makes the masses leave.

As anyone in the church can testify, for many lead-
ers, the highest good is to not rock the boat, to make
sure that nothing is said or done in a way that offends
anyone. But this view of success makes us timid wait-
ers at a table peopled by finicky customers. We fetch
clean forks, raise or lower the thermostat, change the
music, and return perfectly good plates of food, all be-
cause we are terrified they might choose another res-
taurant next time.

If we are to truly be successful, we must embrace
the cross. We must realize that our success may look
to all the world like failure. If we can do that, then per-
haps an atmosphere can be fostered that encourages
Christ-like growth.

re:FUEL
re:FUEL is 10-midnight on Friday! The
Sojourners will be performing!
Staff:

Nov. 6—Kim Billingsley, Mark and Laurie Hammer,
Missy Howard, Tim Winstead, Rolando Saradpon.

Agape Benefit Dinner—Nov. 7
The Agape Benefit Dinner is scheduled for this Sat-
urday, November 7. The theme is “A Taste of New Or-
leans”. We are going to have some great food and sup-
port a vital work by participating in this dinner.
We need servers and kitchen workers, as well. If you
can help, please call and let us know.

Thanksgiving Day Feast

Back by popular demand is our Thanksgiving Day
Feast. We want to invite anyone in our community who
needs a place to celebrate and who may not have family
to share the day with. | know many of you have tradi-
tions and will be traveling, but if you can join in the fel-
lowship it will be an amazing day of community and
thanksgiving. We will need help with:

Preparing Dressing ahead of time
Preparing Green Bean Casserole ahead of time
Dessert ahead of time
Kitchen crew on Thanksgiving (9-11am)
Servers on Thanksgiving (10:45-12:30)
Eaters on Thanksgiving (11:00-12:30)
Cleanup Crew on Thanksgiving (12:15-1:00)

Pans will be in the lobby beginning this week. Invite
people to come join us. There is a place for everyone
as we welcome people from our community into the
community of Christ!

Youth in Action
Youth in Action is Dec. 28-30 in Nashville. A
deposit of $35 is due Nov. 22. There will be an
additional $45 due Dec. 20. You will also need
money for 3 meals. Additional for snacks, souve-
nirs, etc. is recommended. If cost is an issue,
please talk to Jeff.

Winterfest
February 19-21, 2010. Watch for information on the
Youth Bulletin board.




